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their original home. They came down, wave after
wave, deluged the great cities of Greece, breathed
the free air of their rural settlements round the Cretan
colonies and Grecian towns which they besieged and
invested. Then they crossed the seas, swooped down
the rich islands, and finally reached the luxury-loving
coast of the great island of Crete, the cradle of the
Minoan civilization that had forestalled our age by
millenniums in look and amenities. Life there had
not known the green of decay; it had held the red
vitals in its palm which it was now compelled to stretch
forth. Luxuries of centuries were stored in the palaces
of Knossos and of Phaistos, and they all were consigned
to flames and to scorched debris, and they lay there
until Sir Arthur Evans dug them up.
The Invasions and the End
A series of invasions followed. Perhaps the first
to come were the Achaians. Next came the Boeo-
tians who themselves, were followed by the Thessalians.
The Thessalian or Thesprotian invasion, which probably
occurred about the thirteenth century B. c., was
a tremendous one and engendered far-reaching effects.
This brought for the first time great numbers of iron-
using Aryans into Greece. The Achaians of Thessaly,
who had already infiltrated southward and formed the
mixed population of Ionia, were rooted out and scat-
tered. A portion of them conquered the south
and the rest crossed the sea to the Phrygian coast.
The Trojan war may have been an incident of this
racial movement, thus occasioning the possibility of
the Achaians having been the conquerors of Troy
rather than the Peloponnesians. Likewise the Boeo-
tian and Achaian invasions of the south uprooted the
Minyae, Pelasgians, and lonians. While Minyae
pressed on to Lemnos, the Pelasgi and lonians con-
centrated in Attica, and the sourthern Achaians moved
into the Peloponnese, a mixed body of Peloponnesians
(Arcadians and Laconians), Kythnians and other